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Awards Day 2004
A special day at Georgia Law occurs each spring when the school recognizes its students
who have excelled at the institution and members of the faculty for their hard work and

Order of the Coif presenters Post Professor Paul Heald (back row, l.) and Associate Dean Paul
Kurtz (front row, l.) are photographed with 2003 Order of the Coif inductees (back row, l. to
r.) Timothy Sanders, Stacey Carroll, Allan Yee, Christy Durden, Rebecca Wasserman (also presented with the MacDougald Memorial Award for First Honor Graduate for the Class of 2003
and the Meinhard Award for Highest Academic Average for the Class of 2003), (front row, l. to
r.) Mary Elizabeth Hand, Gustavo Suarez, Ryan Teague, Nicholas Walter, Sheila Rizzo and
Jason Alloy. Not pictured: Stephen Barden, Sarah Hoagland, Matthew Horvath, Laura Leeb,
Kelley Lockman, Carroll McGuffey, Coby Nixon, Wycliffe Orr, Sarah Schindler, Charles
Thompson and Brett Willis.

▲

▲

dedication to teaching. These pages highlight those who were honored.

Award recipients for Outstanding
Performance in Criminal Law for Fall
Semester 2003 are (l. to r.) Laura
Schmissrauter and Regan Keebaugh. Not pictured: Jason Burnette.

▲

For outstanding performance in a particular class are (l. to r.)
William Morton (Contracts & Sales), James Miller (Property and
State Bar of Georgia Real Property Section Award), Brent Drake
(Civil Procedure, Contracts & Sales, Property, State Bar of Georgia
Real Property Section Award, Chaffin Award for Excellence in the
Study of Fiduciary Law Fall Semester 2003 and West Publishing
Company Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement for the
Class of 2005) and Brent Gilfedder (Contracts & Sales and West
Publishing Company Award for
Outstanding Academic
Achievement for the Class of
2005). Not pictured: Adam
Conrad (Civil Procedure,
Contracts & Sales, Property, State
Bar of Georgia Real Property
Section Award, Torts, Class of
1933 Torts Award for Excellence
in the Study of Torts Law and
Law School Association Award for
Highest Academic Average for the
Class of 2005), Clark Calhoun
(Torts and Class of 1933 Torts
Award for Excellence in the Study
of Torts Law), John Edwards
(Civil Procedure), Sherif Guindi
(Civil Procedure), Danielle Logan (Contracts & Sales, Torts and Class of 1933 Torts Award
for Excellence in the Study of Torts Law), David Waldroup (Chaffin Award for Excellence in
the Study of Fiduciary Law Spring Semester 2003 and West Publishing Company Award for
Outstanding Academic Achievement for the Class of 2004) and Kenji Yamazaki (American
Bankruptcy Institute Medal).
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▲
Pictured together are (l. to r.) Stacey Carroll
(Georgia Municipal Association Award for
Excellence in the Study of Municipal Corporation
Law, Richardson Award for Excellence in the Study
of Georgia Practice and Procedure and Order of the
Coif inductee), Maureen McGowan
(Environmental Law Association Award for
Outstanding Service), Cathleen Nowlen (O’Byrne
Award for Excellence in the Study of Taxation),
John Fortuna (Environmental Law Association
Award for Environmental Advocacy) and Heidi
Rine (Attorneys Title Guaranty Fund Award for
Excellence in the Study of Real Estate Law). Not
pictured: Min Koo (Law School Association Award
for Greatest Improvement in Academic Standing
from First to Second Year) and Bart Newman
(Law School Association Award for Greatest
Improvement in Academic Standing from Second to
Third Year).

▲
This trio is (l. to r.) Jeanne Davis (Legal Aid and
Defender Clinic Legal Aid Fellow), Alston
Christian (Outstanding Prosecutorial Clinic
Student) and Amitabha Bose (Outstanding Land
Use Clinic Student).

▲
Gathered together are (l. to r.) Noah Peeters (State Bar
of Georgia Award for Excellence in the Study of
Employment Discrimination and Law School
Association Award for Highest Academic Average for
the Class of 2004), Jason Carter (State Bar of Georgia
Award for Excellence in the Study of Employment
Discrimination and West Publishing Company Award
for Outstanding Academic Achievement for the Class
of 2004), Jason Fowler (American Bar Association
and Bureau of National Affairs Award for Excellence
in the Study of Intellectual Property Law) and
Timothy Sanders (Gilmore Memorial Award for
Excellence in the Study of Employment Law and
Order of the Coif inductee).
▲
Advocacy awards were presented to (l. to r.)
Meredith Bunn (Weinberg, Wheeler, Hudgins,
Gunn and Dial Award for Outstanding Mock Trial
Advocate), John Moorhead (Joedecke Memorial
Award for Excellence) and Christopher Latimer
(Weinberg, Wheeler, Hudgins, Gunn and Dial
Award for Outstanding Moot Court Advocate).

▲
Faculty award recipients include (l. to r.) Cleveland Chair of Legal Ethics and Professionalism
Ronald Ellington (2003 Student Bar Association Professionalism Award), Cobb Professor David
Shipley (O’Byrne Memorial Award for Furthering Faculty-Student Relations) and Hosch
Professor Dan Coenen (2004 Student Bar Association Faculty Book Award for Excellence in
Teaching).
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World’s Best Oralist Title
Caps Off Advocacy Season
Georgia Law once again had a terrific advocacy season. However, this year’s results stand
out due to the number of first place oralist
awards captured (five), including a world title.
In terms of team finishes, the law school
placed second in two national competitions
and secured three regional/state championships in addition to numerous other individual and team honors.

The National Moot Court team of Alan Hamilton (l.),
Meredith Bunn (center) and Christopher Latimer.

National Moot Court Team Finishes
as Quarterfinalist
Georgia Law was named the regional champion in the National Moot Court
Competition and finished the national tournament as a quarterfinalist. Out of a field of
250 teams, the third-year student trio of
Meredith A. Bunn, Alan J. Hamilton and
Christopher J. Latimer finished as one of the
top eight teams in the country. This team is
sponsored by Hawkins & Parnell, LLP.

Georgia Law fielded two teams at the ATLA Mock Trial
tournament. Above, competition mates (l. to r.) Kathy
Rogers, Megan Kreitner, Will Claiborne, Charmel
Gaulden and Mary Catherine Begnaud are gathered in
the Hatton Lovejoy Courtroom.

ATLA Mock Trial Team Finishes
Second at Regionals
Georgia Law finished second out of 16
teams in the Association of Trial Lawyers of
America Regional Student Trial Advocacy
Competition. The team, comprised of thirdyear students Mary Catherine Begnaud and
Andrew H. Speaker and second-year students Will R. Claiborne and Charmel L.
Gaulden, lost by only one point to Stetson
University.

Sonali Garg (front, l.) proudly holds her best oralist plaque
won at the international competition. The other members
of the Jessup team are Dawn Caesar (front, center), John
Marler (front, r.), (back, l. to r.) Amy Godfrey, Kimberly
Grant and Brian Edwards.

Garg Takes Home Best Oralist
Trophy at Jessup Competition
Second-year student Sonali Garg was named
best oralist out of over 360 competitors at
the 2004 Philip C. Jessup International Law
Moot Court Competition, the world’s
largest moot court tournament. In addition,
second-year students Kimberly D. Grant
and Amelia (Amy) Godfrey finished well in
the best oralist competition, placing 27th
and 65th, respectively.
The team, also including second-year student John C. Marler, finished in the top 24
out of 94 teams after being defeated by
Harvard University. The quartet won the
regional title in Atlanta en route to the international competition. At the regional tournament, Godfrey was named best oralist.
Third-year student Dawn S. Caesar coached
the team, while third-year student J. Brian
Edwards was the team’s brief editor.
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The best moot court team in the state consisted of (l. to r.)
Trinity Hundredmark (coach), Melissa Cook, Brian Watt
and Beth Morris. Jeff Shiver, the team’s other coach, is
not pictured.

Georgia Law Sweeps Intrastate
Competition
Georgia Law captured all three first place
awards in the 2004 Intrastate Moot Court
Competition. The law school’s winning
team was comprised of second-year students
Melissa Cook, Beth F. Morris and Brian P.
Watt. Third-year students Trinity M.
Hundredmark and Jeffrey P. Shiver served as
the team’s coaches. The team was presented
with the Best Brief Award, and Watt was
chosen as the best oralist. This marks the
fourth consecutive year that Georgia Law has
won the statewide competition and had a
student named best oralist.

The Vanderbilt team of Susannah Rogers (l.) and Beth
Cavagnolo pose with their trophy.

Vanderbilt Team Finishes Second
The third-year student duo of Susannah D.
Rogers and Beth L. Cavagnolo placed second out of 32 teams at the national
Vanderbilt First Amendment Moot Court
Competition held in February. They lost in
the final round of the tournament to
Western New England Law.
Spring/Summer 2004
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Famed auctioneers and professors Paul M.
Kurtz and Dan T. Coenen spurred the crowd
to purchase bar review courses, a first-year
section party, a football signed by New
Orleans Saints defensive end and former
Bulldog Charles Grant, lunches with Interim
Dean Rebecca H. White and Athletic
Director Vince J. Dooley, Tango lessons
paired with a dinner for four, and a framed
painting of three pears as well as other items.
Gathering at the annual moot court banquet is the Prince
Evidence team of (l. to r.) Cerita McCollum, Amanda
Eaton (coach), Erik Johnson, Meaghan Goodwin and
Callaway Chair Ron Carlson (team advisor).

Student Captures Best Oralist Title
and Team Finishes Second at Prince
Competition
Erik S. Johnson won the best oralist trophy
at the 19th Annual Dean Jerome Prince
Memorial
Evidence
Moot
Court
Competition. Johnson and his two teammates, second-year students Cerita N.
McCollum and Meaghan E. Goodwin, finished second out of 36 teams, falling to
University of California Hastings College of
the Law in the final round of competition.
Third-year student Amanda K. Eaton
coached the team, which also placed third in
the best brief category.

Dancing the Night Away
The annual Barrister’s Ball still gives law students the opportunity to drag the finest duds
out of their closet and strut their stuff with
their fellow classmates. Sponsored by the law
firm Smith, Gambrell & Russell, this year’s
gala was held in the Sanford Stadium Sky
Suites.

Equal Justice Foundation
2004 Fellows
To encourage students to explore careers in
public interest law, the Equal Justice
Foundation provides summer fellowships for
students who want to work for a public
interest organization but who would not
otherwise be paid. Below please find the
recipients for the summer of 2004 and where
they will work.
Rhiannon L. Brusco
Georgia Resource Center, Atlanta, GA
Julia K. Greene
The Honorable Kathlene F. Gosselin, Superior
Court of the Northeastern Judicial Circuit,
Gainesville, GA

Wearing traditional formal wear from India is first-year
student Rakesh Parekh (l.) and his date Anjali Chudgar.
Photograph by The Picture Man.

Cerita N. McCollum
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Atlanta, GA
Rakesh N. Parekh
South Asian Human Rights Documentation
Centre, New Delhi, India

Auctioneer Dan Coenen acknowledges a bidder at the
19th Annual SBA/EJF Auction that supports summer
public interest fellowships.

Annual SBA/EJF Auction
Nets Nearly $15,000
Georgia Law once again stepped up to provide stipends for students who perform
unpaid public interest work over the summer. This year’s annual Student Bar
Association/Equal Justice Foundation
Auction was a success raising almost
$15,000 to support six fellowships.
Spring/Summer 2004

What dance would be complete without the Electric Slide?

Maureen R. McGowan
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Region III, Philadelphia, PA
David T. Schaefer
Catholic Social Services, Immigration
Department, Atlanta, GA
Students at Georgia Law established the
Equal Justice Foundation in 1987.

The first-year students organizing this year’s ball included
(l. to r.) Michael Ruppersburg, Michele Kim, Carl Jones
and Katherine Guevara. They are pictured here with
Student Bar Association President and third-year student
Kevin Gooch.
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has witnessed how difficult it is for immigrants to receive the basic benefits available
to most Americans.
“A lot of people come here and work for horrible wages, yet they are coming from such
poor conditions in their own countries that
they don’t feel they can complain,” she said.
“In general, immigrants are not aware of the
many safeguards already in place to protect
them, and they do not feel they have a
voice.”

Georgia Law Dawgs that have secured clerkships include:
(back, l. to r.) Christopher Cosper, Caroline Castle,
Faculty Chair for Judicial Clerkships and Associate
Professor Peter Appel, Alan Hamilton, (front, l. to r.)
Chad Pannell, Christopher Frost, Meredith Bunn and
Eric Fulcher.

Recent Grads to Clerk for
Federal Judges

Alana Zorrilla takes a break from classes in the Founder’s
Memorial Garden.

In the fall of 2004, nearly a dozen recent
graduates will strengthen their understanding
of the judicial system as they clerk for federal
judges. Those securing clerkships are:

Alana Zorrilla: Sharing
the Dream

R. Stanley Baker
Judge William T. Moore Jr. (Southern District of
Georgia)
Meredith A. Bunn
Judge Thomas W. Thrash Jr. (LL.B.’64) (Northern
District of Georgia)
Jason J. Carter
Judge Frank Mays Hull (11th Circuit Court of
Appeals)
Caroline G. Castle
Judge Clay D. Land (J.D.’85) (Middle District of
Georgia)
Christopher A. Cosper
Judge B. Avant Edenfield (J.D.’58) (Southern
District of Georgia)
Amanda K. Eaton
Judge Harvey E. Schlesinger (Middle District of
Florida)
Christopher C. Frost
Judge J.L. Edmondson (J.D.’71) (11th Circuit
U.S. Court of Appeals)
Eric S. Fulcher
Judge Robert B. Propst (Northern District of
Alabama)
Alan J. Hamilton
Judge William M. Acker Jr. (Northern District of
Alabama)
Charles (Chad) Pannell III
Judge Stanley F. Birch (11th Circuit U.S. Court of
Appeals) in 2004-05 and Judge Arthur Gajarsa
(Federal Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals) in 2005-06
David M. Stewart
Judge Dudley H. Bowen Jr. (LL.B.’65) (Southern
District of Georgia)
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First-year student Alana E. Zorrilla is living
the American dream; a dream she hopes to
share with others in the future.
Zorrilla, a Spanish and Latin American studies major from Duke University, is half
Peruvian and half American. Even though
she lived in Peru as a young child, her family relocated to her mother’s native country,
the United States, and they have lived here
for the majority of her life.
“I was only three years old when we left
Peru,” she explained. “However, my mother
knew I had better educational opportunities
available to me in the United States.”
Zorrilla has family scattered all over
North and South America, and this allows
her to travel extensively. She has bungee
jumped in Costa Rica, parachuted in
Venezuela and studied in Peru and England
as well as the United States. Her many travel experiences have been both educational
and enlightening.
“I have witnessed the struggles people go
through everyday in Third World countries,
and I now understand why people from
other countries not only want to come here
[to the United States] but need to come
here,” she said.

According to Zorrilla, who has served as a volunteer translator for recent immigrants in settings such as hospitals and educational institutions, the most prevalent problems for
immigrants today are language barriers and
lack of knowledge about their rights. After
learning of problems such as these through
both her travels and volunteer work, she
decided she wanted to utilize her background
to help immigrants navigate the arduous path
of becoming American citizens.
“I’ve always wanted to be a lawyer because
I’ve always had a strong sense of fairness and
justice,” she said. “I would like to utilize my
legal education to help prevent immigrants
from being exploited.”
While she has an interest in pro bono and
nonprofit immigration work, she also hopes
to use her law degree to improve Latin
American economies and encourage trade
exchange with the United States.
“I can relate to many different kinds of people because of my background and travel
experiences,” she said. “Since I am comfortable in two different languages and with two
different cultures, I feel I would be a good
mediator between Latin American and U.S.
businesses.”
In this role, Zorrilla intends to enhance relationships between U.S. citizens and immigrants so that everyone can enjoy the
American dream, regardless of their background.
~Brittany Cox

Many of her extended family members have
recently relocated to this country, and she
Spring/Summer 2004
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Phelps, who is also pursuing a master’s
degree in mass communication, uses her
pageant involvement to help promote a
statewide leadership program known as
Youth Leadership Georgia. This program
strives to bring the state’s youth together so
they can learn to work cooperatively and
understand each other at an early age.

Mary Rae Phelps poses near the Arch.

Mary Rae Phelps: Beauty
and Brains
For second-year student Mary Rae Phelps,
anything is possible with “the power of the
crown.”
Phelps first began competing in local beauty
pageants at the age of 13. Several pageant victories later, she earned the title of Miss
DeKalb County 2004 last fall. As a local titleholder, she will join Georgia’s 49 other preliminary winners in this June’s Miss Georgia
Pageant (while the Advocate is on the printing
press). The candidate who captures the Miss
Georgia title will earn a spot to compete for
the nation’s highest pageant honor, the Miss
America title.
However, these competitions are worth more
than just titles and crowns to Phelps. The
grueling interview portions and public
speaking requirements have helped her learn
to communicate effectively in a variety of situations, one of those being law school.
“Moot court is the law school’s interview
portion of a pageant. You’re at a podium
fielding questions from a panel of judges just
like in an interview competition,” she
claims. “Mock trial is the whole pageant
experience in one.” Phelps equates her pageant experiences with law school to help
“lighten the atmosphere” for herself. This
strategy has proven to be successful, as she
was a member of the winning team at last
fall’s 2003 J. Melvin England Mock Trial
Competition.
Spring/Summer 2004

After experiencing first-hand the benefits of
a leadership initiative in her hometown, she
vowed to help the state implement a similar,
more expansive program. “Youth Leadership
Bibb County had the most amazing effect on
me,” she said. “Macon is a great town, but
like all towns it can be even better. My experience with diverse students throughout
Macon was a step toward realizing the city’s
true potential.”
According to Phelps, everyone has a personal
responsibility to his or her community to
make it the best it can be. “You can be
involved in your community, but you are not
truly a leader until you know all parts of it the good, the bad and the ugly,” she said.
Phelps’ program introduces high school students to communities throughout Georgia
while also instilling leadership abilities. So
far, she has received support from prominent
politicians and endorsements from UGA’s
Fanning Institute for Leadership, the
Georgia Chamber of Commerce and
Leadership Georgia.
Phelps feels one big misconception about
pageants is that girls stop working for their
platform when the crown is removed from
their heads. “I was involved with youth leadership before I ever started competing in
Miss America preliminaries, and I will continue to be involved in the future,” she
explained. “It is so important to build leadership in the state so that when today’s youth
become future legislators and community
leaders they understand the issues confronting Georgia and can truly make a difference.”
- Brittany Cox

Third-year student and former naval petty officer Jeff
Stern credits much of his success in life and law school to
his wife Donna.

Jeff Stern: Achieving Goals
When third-year student Jeffrey L. Stern
recently sorted through some of his old
papers, he was surprised at what he discovered.
“I found a list of goals I had set for myself 16
years ago, and under ‘educational goals’ I had
listed that I ultimately wanted to receive a
law degree,” he said. “I didn’t realize I had
wanted this for that long, and to cap it off I
only had a 10th grade education at the
time.”
Stern drafted his list of goals while serving in
the U.S. Navy. He originally enlisted at the
age of 17 for the travel and training opportunities it provided and, after 20 years of
service, he retired as a senior first class petty
officer. His primary responsibilities included
training and managing over 60 junior personnel in the performance of critical metrological calibrations.
“If there was a way to measure something, I
would do it,” he said. “By ensuring that an
inch was exactly an inch, I made sure ships,
aircraft and weapons operated properly and
went where they were supposed to go.”
While Stern initially found his naval assignments interesting, he soon realized he needed to pursue a different challenge.
“Assisting others is extremely fulfilling to
me,” he said. “I decided attending law school
Advocate
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To fulfill his prerequisites, Stern diligently
spent his off-duty hours earning his associate’s and bachelor’s degrees through colleges
on or near naval bases where he was stationed. His first day at Georgia Law in the
fall of 2001 was the first time he was enrolled
in a full-time educational program since his
sophomore year of high school, and this
proved to be quite a challenge.
“Law school was quite a transition for me,”
Stern said. “I am in a different place in my
life than the majority of the people here, and
being somewhat older than the average law
student has made balancing a personal family life against the requirements of attending
law school a challenge.”

YLAC Sponsors Two Successful Events
The Younger Law Alumni Committee decided to focus on two primary goals this past
academic year. The first was fund raising with an invitation-only party being the reward for
those who donated $250 or more to Georgia Law. Over 80 people attended the special
evening at Martinis & IMAX located in Atlanta’s Fernbank Museum of Natural History.
Each guest was given two martini tickets and treated to a light buffet and a movie on the
venue’s extra-large screen.
The second event, 20/20 Hindsight, was an educational and networking function organized to
aid current law students in finding employment. Two informational sessions - Working in a
Small Firm and What Law School Doesn’t Teach You - were held prior to an evening dinner.
Georgia Secretary of State Cathy Cox was the keynote speaker. Her speech was very motivational and included the message that those with a law degree have an obligation to serve their
community.

▲

would not only elevate my education, but it
would also increase my capacity to productively help others.”

Alumni Activities

Melissa Ferris (r.) (J.D.’98) and her husband
Tom (l.) enjoy a martini with Elizabeth
Kertscher (J.D.’95) at YLAC’s Martinis &
IMAX fund-raising reward party in January.

For Stern, this means calling an 18-foot
camper, known as “Cramped Quarters,”
home during the week and commuting to
Tennessee on the weekends. While the separation from his wife Donna and four children has been difficult, he views it as a means
to an end of achieving his ultimate educational goal of becoming a lawyer.
As he approaches graduation, he looks forward to enjoying the personal life he has forsaken over the past three years. “I’ve learned
the best matches for me have not been
money or glamour but rather a fulfilling
quality of life,” he said. “I’m willing to compromise and earn a lower income in order to
have the stable family life we have always
dreamed of.”

▲ Georgia Secretary of State Cathy Cox addresses a
crowd of nearly 75 people at the spring dinner.

Stern is looking forward to permanently settling in one area, a lifestyle unknown to
Naval personnel. However, he will always be
a sailor at heart.
“My first big purchase will be a replacement
boat for the one I sold to help pay for law
school,” he mused. ■
~Brittany Cox
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▲ Serving on the What You Need to Know that Law
School Doesn’t Teach You panel for current law
students are: (l. to r.) Jake Maurer (J.D.’97),
Marc Hershovitz (J.D.’96) and David Gruskin
(J.D.’96).
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